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To the Right Worſhipful 
EDWARD CHUTE, Elquire, 
_ High Sheriff of the 


Con: of SOUT HAMPTON. 


| Honoured SIR, 


on "Har which, was at firſt Preach 'd upon 
" your Requeſt, 'and'is now Publiſh'd by 
your Command,” bath a juſt Claim to 
your Patronage: And I —_ but lay 
bold of it as a particular Advantage to my Sermon, 
to have it recommended to the World under the 
good ew of” a Perſon whoſe exemplary Vertue 
and Sobriety, and whoſe zealous regard for the Ho- 
nour of God and Religion, 'do ſo eminently diſtin- 
gniſh bis C hargSer in | that Diſſolute and Profane 
A ge wherein we live.” 

"Tis for want of more Exampl:s of this kind, 
that Diſcourſes of this nature are not only uſeful, 
but neceſſary : And till more of the Men of your 
Rank, and Quality amongſt, us are happily con- 
wintd of this important Trath, That to ſerve God 
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| The Dedication. | 
x the moſt effeciual-m g  uſe-for-the Ser- 
vice of t font wer ne be Any zt to be goof Thri- 
ftians 3s the wery bift proof they, can give of being. 
ood Patriots, we can bawe-no wery comfortable 
Proſpe& .of the Lfting Bleſſings \f. Wah Reace. and 
Prof 3 which we-now, enjoy. | 
s (Sir) is 2 lt uu V1 you 
are Feta perſuaded: for y He _ oo ot only pro- 
feſsd # with your Month, 'E 
Profiice, having throughout xii 
, in. the World let both the Court and cake ee, 
"that good Inclinations, cultivated. by i gaod-1 
cation, are able to Jews, a' Man a __ -all theſe e 
Fontan; to ok pr der the Exh exe dows Eir- 


: empſgueer of 0 Life are obnoxih | 4 


That you may bong hve to enj 3 the antes Come 
fort and Satisfaftion of your own Vertue" here; "and 
receive the. Reward of | it - a ns Yeere 
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But cif je ſhall flill:do wickedly, ye ſhall be 
-.. copſenes, both ye and your King. 


hy 5 RG mH.-- Q} KS OE. = . : 
eſe are the Words of Sammel, which he 
\ .. 9.41: S522 A757 IN. FIC p 
-.: x/pake.to the Children of Iſrael at Gilgal - 
..; ©. ..and.the Occaſion of them was this. The 
N, tes,, agcording to that wonted Inconſtancy 


34 ; 


KY AGCOranng, © 
Tempe W hich was ſo very remarkable in their 


r,.. being now weary of their former Go- 


- 14 
vernment, © Re ted 0 ' Samnel to ſet a King 
over them: which Requeſt 'of theirs although 
we find. branded in Scripture as ſinful and a great 

_ Wickedneſs.1pz them, we muſt not. from thence 

Monarchy, *as Juc 


? | have unwarily done, that 

r, ,, is a Form of Government 

which of all others/is the moſt diſpleafing to Al- 
mighty God; for'*tis plain, that God himſelf 
had long befpre this decreed a. Sceptre to- Fudah : 
and in purſuance of that Deetce we are expreſly 
_ told hy Moſes; (Dext. 17.) what fort of King 
he was to- be, whom the Lord their God ſhould 
 chuſe for them. So+that it was not fo much the 


\ uattervpf theix Requeſt, as. the peeviſh —_— 


-» A Sermon Preachd _ 
of addreſling- it, and the- undue | Motives from. 
whence” it proceeded,” whereby they” offended. 

And it cannot well eſcape the Obſervation of 
any one, who rightly weighs all the Circum- 
ſtances. of the Story, that it was, their,ſeditious 
Humour of Innovation, their. Diſtruſt,of God's 
Providence, and their footiſh itch of Conformi- 
ty to. other Nations, which made them chiefly 
criminal in this caſe. _ But to paſs by this Re- 
© Being now gratify'd according to their own 
hearts Luſt, and having a King appointed gver 
them," to judge them, to £ out before them, and 
zo fight their Butrels for them, as they themſelves 
' bad deſired; leſt they ſhould from hence 'too 
confidently preſume upon their preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment, they are aJviſed by Samuel what 
Courſe they ought to take in order to their fu- 
ture Security. For this purpoſe, he' exhorts 
them in' 'this Chapter,' To obey the Voice - of the 
Lord, and not to rebel againſt his Commandments , 
bur to fear him and to ſerve him in truth with all 
their heart : for this ( fays he, ver. 23) is. the 
good and the right way : this is the only means 
- whereby ye can ſecure to your (ſelves, and to 
your King, in whom ye now fo greatly rejoyce, 
the Favour and Proteftion of that God, who hath 
already done fo great * things for you! Whereas. 


at the Mfopes ar Wincheſter. 7 
9h the contrary,:if you withdraw' your Obedi- 


ence from him, and continue to follow your for- 
mer ſinful and rebellious Courſes, If ye ſhall ftill 
do 'wickedly, .ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye and 
Mr” Kt aus - | 

; This is; the fall Scope and: Deſi ien of the 
Words, as they lie before us in the Text, and 

as \they "more immediately relate to the State and 
Condition of the Jewiſh Nation, to- which they 
were originally apply'd. . But if we take them 
out of their Hiſtory, they will be altogether as 
inſtruQive to any: other People, or Nation, or 
Kingdom whatſoever : And without that Spirit 
of Prophecy,  wherewith the Inſpired Author of 
them was endued,” we may fafely reſolve them 
into this General Propofition ; Ui. 

That Sin and Wickednefs is the certain Cauſe 
of Pablick Calamities to a Nation, and effetu- 
ally :conduceth to the final Ruin and Deſtrution 
| thereof. 

The TFrach .of which Propoſition hath been fo- 
univerfally acknowledged, and ſo long experi- 
encd in the World, that F.need flot much labour 
the Proof of it. But becauſe there are feveral 
Fruths of this nature, which although they can- 
not be conteſted, are yet for the ſake of bad Me- 
wories. fit ſometimes to- be inculcated, give me 
tave, 


Cones, ooo ET TG 
1. From matter-of Fact: ot are 
 .2. From theReaſGns upon which it is founded. 
And 7. Ton he NR NIE 
in point of Experience, we need oaly appeal to 
the Hiftory of all the Nations that were ever yet 
in the World. For, If we ack of the Days thet 
are paſt; which were g(pipfns" xg the Day that 
God created Man upon the Earth; if we ack from 
the one fide of Heaven nnto the otber ; we ſhall 
find Evidence ſufficient to convince us, that Na- 
tional Sins were always'the Forerunners of + 
onal Judgments : and that, accordingly 'as' the 
Iniquity' of a People did aria waxed 
-.. worle and worſe, ſo in proportion to that, did 
their Calamitics encreaſe upon them, even to the 
| final Ruin and Diflalution of their Government. 
There are very notable Remarks'to this 'ipur- 
poſe to be met with amongſt the Heathen Hiſto- 
_ rrans themſelves: 'but becauſe they, for the moſt 
Part, conſider'd the outward Means and viſible 
Cauſes only, whereby the Decay and Fall of 
States and Empires was effected, without taking 
the Juſtice of God's Providence- into their ac- 
count; ler. us ;confine our Obſervation, ' in this 
point, to the Jewiſh Hiſtory.” And from thence 
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adyinform xdoftheTrath 
_ of what is here aſſerted, that we yead of no Judg- 
ments denounc'd or exetuted: -upon any City, or 
Mate ohoahos the whotke Bible, 
# was always.on;the:{account, ef thoſe Sis 
ArdWWickadnofles winch-they; twailty of. 
_O And AS + tO: the; »Szager aud Condos? of the 
Jen. Nation ji. felf;\'tis.notonquſily- evident, 
what all-aleng: ſuffee'd. and ſunk under the 
oight of (ts own. Iniquitys, tilkat- lengthy. by 
;x6alon; of .the crying; Guilt.*and many heinous 
ntibns: theres of 5t became an witer Deſolza- 
ior, :& Curſe, - and\ a Reproach, a Hiſſmg and an 
Aftoniſbment,. to all the World: And-ſo;it con- 
_tinnes 'to this very Day ; the once famous fenced 
Oy: of Fernſalew having not now one ſtone left 
pop. enpther, nor any thing remaining, of all the 
ci Bulwarks and Towers thereof, but the ve- 
ry Rubbiſh of them only, to be a laſting Monu- 
Ae of the juſt Vengeance of God againſt a 
infal Nation, -a People laden with Iniquity, and 4 
feed ofigvil-doors. 
And if the Haly one of Iſrael ſpared not his 
own choſen and peculiar People upon this ac- 
count, what then have we or any other People 
to learn. from hence, but to tremble under-che 
. Confideration.of ſo terrible an Example ? but to 
bear ani fear, and do no more PISA ? 
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For what rene to the Jewiſh | Nation in this 
caſe, may be very juſtly _ by 'every o- 
ther ſnful Community whatfoever, under the 
like guilty Circumſtances ; and- that upon theſe 
two accounts: 

. Becauſe the Juſtice of God's Providence i is. 
more ie faiatty concern'd herein. 
| 2. Becauſe Sin and Wickednels, as ſuch, hath 
a natural ' tendency. in it; towards the Ruin and 
Deſtrution of any. Government whereiti it: 1s 
fuffer'd to abound. 

Firſt then let ir be conſider'd, aha the Juſtice 
of God's Providence is more eſpecially concern'd 
in the prefent temporal Puniſhment of a wicked 
and rebellious Nation. As to particular Perfons 
indeed, we cannot fo certainly conclude that they 
| ſhall be always puniſhed-for their Sins in this 

Life, becauſe God hath appointed a more ſolemn 
Day. wherein he will call them to an account for 
what they have done: And if he ſometimes 
mits them to go unpuniſhed here, the Equity 
| of his Proceeding will be ſuficiently accounted- - 
\ for before his juſt Tribunal hereafter. But God 

cannot deal thus with Nations and Publick So- 
. cicties as fuch, becauſe they ( as hathi been ufu- 
ally obſerved upon this occaſion) are not made 
to be immortal; but ſhall all be diffolved before 
the great Day of Retribution comes. _ 
there- 
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therefore they are not capable of any future Ac- 
count, 'tis reaſonable to.expe& that the Fudge 
of all the Earth will do himſelf Right by puniſh- 
ing them in this World, and vindicate the Ho- 
nour of his Juſtice by bringing thoſe Publick 
Judgments and Calamities upon them which by 
their Publick crying Sins they have deſerved. 
How long a patient and long-ſ{uffering God 
may ſometimes defer the Execution of his fierce 
Anger in ſuch a caſe; -or how far he may think 
it moſt ſuitable to the wiſe ends of his Provi- 
dence, to reſerve one wicked Nation to be the 
Scourge and Puniſhment of another, 1s not for us 
to:determine :. but: that God, to whom Vengeance 
belongeath, will ſooner or later avenge himſclf 
upon a finfu] Nation for the Wickedneſs of them 
that. dell therein; and when the meaſure of their 
Iniquities 3s full, will plague them for their Offen- 
ces, and make the power of his Wrath to be known 
amongſt them ; is as infallibly certain, as it is 
that he. gowerns the World in righteouſneſs, and 
. ruleth-over all the Kingdoms of the Earth. 
And let: mot. any ftif-necked and rebellious 
People harden themſelves in their Wickedneſs 
by. reaſon of their preſent Impunity, and fully 
et :their hearts to do evil becauſe Sentence is not 
ſpeedily executed upon them ; for the Divine Ven- 
geance will moſt certainly overtake them at one 
B 2 time 
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time. or other: 4 if. it, —honuh for a ſeaſon, | 
tis .generally- with . this great: Diſadvantage on 
their. ſide, that it falls the heavier when it 


_ comes 


-But abftrafting from the Juſtice of God's Pro- 

vidence in this caſe, 'tis apparently. evident, - 
_* 2. That Sin and Wickedneſs, as ſuch, :1s- na- 
turally deſtruive of Humane Society : ; and by 
a proper Efficiency .dirxe&aly tends to: the ny 
and Ruin of a Government, -- - 

To be juſt to: this Argument, L might here 
detail the ſeveral publick Inconveniences which 
each particular Vice. brings along with i;;--and 
ſhew, for- inſtance, how Pride: and Ambition, 
and Worldly -mindedneſs,. are apt to: whet up 
the angry Paſſions of Men, to- ingender Strife | 
and Envying amongſt them; and in conſequence 
thereof, . to bring on Confieſtor : ( as St. James obs - 
ſerves): and every evil. work; how Luxury and: 
Idleneſs are the certain Cauſes of Poverty and 
Want ; and. how. that generally prompts Men 
to Ads of Oppreſlion and Injuſtice, ro Rapines; - 
Maurthers, Thefts, and all ſorts: -of Violence ; 
and how Intemperance and Luſt naturally tend . 
to. make a_ Sin-ſick and unſound. Nation, even 
without: a Metaphor, and to propagate-thoſe 
Difeaſes,. and Infirmities, and. putrified © Sores, 
| — are commonly obſerved to debilicate the. 


Genius, 
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Genius, and .corrupt the very Strain: of a ſtout 
and warlike People, till at length they become 
weak and defenceleſs, and fall an eafie Prey 
to every the next Invader. 

But the bare hint only of theſe things may be 
ſufficient for our prefent Obſervation : although 
if any farther Evidence were required in this 
point; - it 1s obvious: to: be met with from the- 
common Senfe: and Experience of all Mankind > 
from whence it hath: pafsd: into. a ſtanding poli- 
tick Maxim-amongſt all wiſe Nations whatſoever; 
to reſtrain the Growth of Wickedneſs and Vice 
amongſt them ; and that not ſo: much upon ac 
count of. the Guilt: and moral Turpitude there- 
of, as - becauſe of. the fatal Influence which it 
1s always known to have upon the. Peace and 
Welfare: of the- State. | bs 

For the-mifchievous Conſequences hereof are 
ſo very-vifible, that the Florentine Politician him- 
felf could not bur take notice of them, and ac- 
cordingly direct his Prince to provide againſt 
them; and - yet :'tis plain” that his celebrated 
Scheme of Policy was far enough from being 
founded upon any Religious. Principle : nay.;. 
that very Atheiſtical ObjeQion, whereby it hath 
been ſuggeſted, that Religion is nothing elſe 
but a piece: of State-Policy, in order to: awe 
Men into. good Manners, and to- prevent thoſe 

EO Extra-- 
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Extrayagancies , which the unbridled Luſfts and 
Vices of 'Men would otherwiſe lead them into ; 
15 a clear Acknowledgment of the Humane Wil- 
dom, and Publick Ulcfulneſs at leaſt of this ſup- 
poſed Proje&. And thus much we-may learn 
to our preſent purpoſe,. even from the Confe(- 
ſion of Atheiſtical and wicked Men themſelves, 
That the Wickedneſs. of a People is always 
- found: to be of ſuch. pernicious Conſequence, 
that- no. Government can long ſubſiſt under the 
licentious and avowed Pradice of it. ES 
A Toleration of Religion is what we' have 
heard. pleaded for,: and approved of as a Poh- 
tick. Expedient for.quieting the, Minds of Men, 
and for uniting; the divided Intereſts of a Nati- 
on, in order to its greater and more confirm'd 
Strength and Security : but a Toleration of Ir- 
religion, a Toleration of Vice and Debauchery, 
and 'all forts of Immorality, was never yet per- 
mitted in any Kingdom whatſoever, that we 
read of, unleſs in the Kingdom of Satan only : 
and yet even there alſo there are, it ſeems, 
ſome: Vices and Irregularities which -the Devil 
himſelf cannot ſafely. allow, without the utmoſt 
hazard of Ruin and Confuſion to his Govern- 
ment. _ T1 
. - & that whether we call to remembrance the 
Times thar are paſt, and from. thence reflet 
= | t ; upon 
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upon the uſual Juſtice | of God's Providence i in 
this caſe; or whether we conſider the bare Ten- 
dency of the thing it ſelf; the Propoſition a- 
bovemention'd will ſtill be. found true and un- 
 deniable, (wviz.,) That Sin and Wickedneſs is 
the certain Cauſe of Publick-Calamities to a Na- 
tion, and effectually conduceth to the final Ru- 
in and Deſtrudion thereof. 

This therefore being laid down as a ſtanding 
and eſtabliſh'd Truth, let us now apply the ſe- 
rious conſideration hereof to the prefent melan- 
 cholly Circumſtances of that ſinful Nation where- .. 
unto we belong, 

And what a black and diſmal Proſpe&, both 
of Sin and Ruin, have we here before us, whilſt 
we contemplate that lewd, profligate, and pro- 
fane Spirit that now worketh in the C hildren of 
Diſobedience ! by means whereof, our National 
Guilt is become ſo very clamorous and provo- 
king, that we ſeem juſt ripe for Judgment, and 
--' very Veſſels ff Wrath, fitted for Deftru- 

100. 

O Tempora! O Mores ! hath, IT confeſs, been 
a conſtant Theme of Declamation in all Ages 
of the World; and even that Life and Inmor- 
tality which is "brought to light through the Goſpel 
hath not been able to prevail ſo far againſt the 
Power of Satan, and the Rulers of the Darkneſ. of 

z is 
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This World, found there ave been n Qill many 
unrighteous, anh ly;: and. ungodly men, walking 
after : their own Lnfts, and: ſuch.as were Epemies 
to the Croſs of Chrift, at all times and. in all pla- 
ces of the Chriſtian Church. | Nay this is no 
cab hit what our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apo- 
s. proplieſied aforetime ; and if we find the 
unhappy effects of this Prophecy 3 in a great mea- 
fare fulfill'd in our Days, we have been long 
fince forewarn'd not to loo look, upon it as if ſome 
| ſtrange thing bad happen'd unto us. Yet this how- 
ever ſcems: ſomewhat ſtrange and ſurprizing i in 
the Obſervation, that Iniquity ſhould ſa.univer- 
Glly abound amongſt -us, at this time; eſpecial- * 
ly.; "and that a Nation ſhould lie under. the 
| Guilt and Reproach of ſo general a Corruption 
both of Faith and Manners, wherein the moſt 
pure and undefiled Religion, and the very. beſt 
Chriſtian Church in the World is eſtabliſhed, 
| The corcupt Princi ples and Pratices of Men 
in former Ages mighe be in a great-meaſure ow- 
ing to the many groſs Superſtitions and looſe 
Do&rines ofthe Rowiſh Church ; and the Mad- 
neſs and. Confuſion « of the late Times hath been 
pleaded. as ſome ſort of Apology for the Wick- 
edneſs of .the Men of that Generation. But 
God'be thanked, we are now left without any 
manner of Excuſe of this kind ; we have now hk 
cloa 
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clotk for onr Sin upon either of theſe Accounts : 
and yet, to our ſhame, it may be obſerv'd, that 
Irceligion and Profanenefs, and a profeſs d Con- 
tempt of Chriſtianity and its Divine Author, was 


perhaps never-{o openly countenanc'd, never bo 
.Haſhionably abetted in any one Baptized Nation 
© under Heaven, as it ſeems to be with us at this 


very Day : nor was the Seat of the Scornful ever 
more highly advanced in any one Age of the 
Church, from the very time that the Myſtery of 
Iniquity firſt began to workin it, For, not to 


| mention thoſe many groſs Immoralities, and that 
| horrid- Lewdneſs and Debauchery of Manners 
- which betrays fo. great a Negle& of Religion a- 


monegſt us ; that which yet aggravates our Guilt, 
and heightens the Horror of our Proſpect, is our 
inſolenit and avow'd Contempt of it: for how is 
our moſt holy Religion it ſelf, which is the W iſ- 


dom of God, now become the Scorn of Fools, 


and the very Deriſion of ſuch as put zt to an oper 
ſhame, and impudently revile it all the day long! 
How. is that worthy Name by which we are called 
publickly affronted and blaſphemed amoneſt us) 
and that not only by thoſe ungodly Deeds which 


 #ngodly Sinners do commit, but by the many hard 


Speeches and profane Raillery likewiſe of thoſe 
who ſeem to glory in their Shame, and take a 
pats in wrang thought the Reproach of their . 

\® | Maker, 
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Maker', 4nd"the® SEandaf of their Times: 
26 wete' fat MONREHS | of Thipicty as theſe 
45rite'%9 MonRRebuſe tb! be!" were t ey either 
few'in' number, 6r intoliſiderable for 'their Oua- 
liry ftid Station in the World ; we might then 
hope" have _ vin"cohfined to their'own 
| _—_— oy; ' ad thit' there Would be ftill righ- 
kebus Perfons'though found amongſt us to atone 
4 the” heavy Wrath gh, God, and to- incline” his: 
| mera ring-afd F6tbearance towards as. But- 
- the unhappy" proſped of our prefent Caſe'is, that 
as the \ 7 edief of theſe Men is great, "fois 
the Contagion of it likewiſe; and the Daiger 
wherewith it threatens us is ſo much the more 
fortnidable, becauſe of the ſpreadi ing I Infedtion 
and malipnant Influence thereof.” * | 
For thofe profane Scoffers of whom T am now 
fpeaking, are not content to: fdz#: out their own 
Shame, and to open their months * in Blaſphemy 
thethſelves; ; but they are profeſi#'Advocates for 
the Cauſe : they ſeem zealonſly. concern'd- to- 
eaih' Proſclytes to it; and phanly' ſhew, that 
they are 1 induftriouſly forming : a Party (as "much: 
45 iti then | Hetk) to laugh 'the Chriſtian Religt- - 
"on quite oit of the World. © | 
"*And- indeed, *tis'very Iamentable to obſerve 
what hs eat” 'Advatices' they are likely to- 'make'in 
: {ecaition." of thelr* Projeft*+ for, beſides: 
that: 
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that the - Minds and Manners of, our: \Youth are ſo 
generally corrupted. by; the contagious. Example 
and Encouragement, of theſe, Men,,, ;tis too noto- 
rious to, be conceal'd,”\that, many,. tog.too. many 
of our very, Children, alſo (leſt the thopeful 
Breed of this Generation of: Vipers ſhould. oy laſt 
amongſt us) are now train'd up. without any 
manner of {ſenſe of their Baptiſmal Vow, and 
with ſo little Knowledge of God in the W, orld, 
that we can rarely paſs our Streets, andiplaces of 
publick Concourſe, without obſerving how, ear- 
Iy they have learn' d to affront their Maker;. by 
ſtammering out their Oaths and Blaſphemics a- 
gainſt him. 


Now if this be the wake ſtate of that: - 


wicked and profane Age wherein we live ;_if 
ſach Horrible Impiety as this be ſo openly and fo 
univerſally committed in our Land; What ſhall 
we do in. the end ther:of ? for, Will not God wiſit © 
105 for theſe things © Will not Bis Sie] be avenged 
on ſuch a Nation as this * And when he doth vi- 
ſit us for. theſe things, when his wrathful Indig- 
nation is fully kindled, ſo that he ſuffers his whole 
Piſptapery, to ariſe againſt us; what ſhall we be 
to ſay in the day of our Calamity, unleſs it 
with Shame and Confuſion of Face to acknow- 
Tedeh thus much only, Tuft and righteous art thor, 
0 D Lord, i in all that is Fae upon 1s. Thon haſt 
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2ddneri __ 1Þht one "we = wivkedly « ' and ufter 
nlliter i500 e pd 163 for' our evil. Deeds, and 
gfobour grezr Treſpaſſes, yet thou our God haſt pii- 
.nifhed us much leſs than our Iniquities have de- 
4: jones. 

"But this is-too ſad ank melancholy a Refle- 
x1on for our-Thoughts to dwell any longer upon. 

And it being my main Deſign at-preſent, not-ſo 
much-to- repreſent the crying Guilt and lieinous 
'Provocation-of our National Wickednels, as to- 
forewarn-you-of. the Danger, and. to-prevent the 
— unhappy Conſequences thereof, I'will dire the 
remaining-part of my Diſcourſe as 6 -as'I 
can to this purpoſe.  * 

-: But what:Arguments ſhall I hete nope? What 
Motives of Perſuaſion ſhall I make-uſe of upon 
this Occaſion ?_'JfI ſhould take up the Words-of 
Solomon, and tell them, that Sin-iz aiReproach to 
any' People; if to the great Scandal: which-'ac- 
emes: from: 1t,. TI ſhould add the F olly and; Unrea- 
fonablenets,, and baſe Ingratitude thereof; -and 
it to this{ thould likewiſe {ubjoin the Confide- 
ratian:of that Indigzation and Wrath, that Tribu- 
baton ambanguifh, which is ſo. ſeverely threatned 
to-iit tim: theiGoſpel :. all this perhaps. might be 
rallied by rome; 1as :the Common-place only of 
the- Pulpit. For to talk at this rate, ſay they, 
I hoo buſineſs of our Trade, and what we have 


aur 
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our 'Fythes:. for, e;:, not.\conſidering;.'1n the 
inean-time,\ithatiſevere Cenlyre-which wecincur = 
if, we. preach: nothe Gol] peli of Clirdtaaceording | 
to-all the.,reveald :Ferms\ arid. Conditiond of .it, 
and declare the whole mind of the Lord concer- 
ning) i. //Hewevers: for; the: preſent, .'to; avoid. 
all manger of Exteptton ;of; this -Kihd, icand: todie 
yeſt,my Character: of thoſe.Prejndices-which-the 

very Name, and*Nature, and; Deſign: of: our ifa- 
.cxed Fundtion ,is. ſo unhappily; found: to:: Ire: uns 
der:-(efpecially; amongſt thoſe againſt whom-rhe 
main driftiofmy Diſcourſe is here direfted); I beg 
leave ito-be heard upon . this Occaſion, : as a true 
Engliſhman only, and a hearty Wel-wiſher to 
my.'King:and: Country: for, a due: and ſincere 
regard: to, the. Welfare and Preſervation of both 
theſe, s/ what:is now chiefly offer'd to our Con- 
fideration+ fromthe: Wards of the Text... From 
wheheeit is: plainly: intimated to'us, what: thoſe 
Temporal: Calamities 'are, which by our continu- 
ed., Wickedneſs we ſhall bring upon. us 3. Je 
ſhall: be xonſumed,; | both we. and: our King... © 
- Fhe;Judgmentihere- threatned'is very terrible, 
and; ſydb avanght; to: be: throughly::comfidered; 
and laid; to;heart, -even'iby the! moſt Atheiſticat 
and: Profane-Member. of aur cſtabliſh'di/Govetrs 
montt. 77 538% 411 34 ig o7-104 - SrqiyJ- ICE 
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Firſt then let it be conſider to what an im- 
minent- and* apparent Danger the Honour and 
Safety of: our King, the' Anointed of the Lord, the 
' Breath of our Noſtrils, -and the Guardian of our 
; Peace, 15 hereby expoſed. 

It.was-not long ſince'that we ſolemnly thank'd 
God for him as our Great Deliverer, and the 
happy Inftrument of his Providence, whereby 
we were reſcu'd from the danger of all thoſe ma- 
lictous Deſigns which the declared Enemies both 
_ of our Church and State had formed againſt us : 

And we have ſince that pretended at ſean to-fo 
grateful a ſenſe of what he hath undergone and 
wrought for us, that we have not only offer d up 
. our conſtant Prayers and Interceſſions' to: Heaven 
for bis Preſervation, but we have moreover devo- 
ted our Hearts and Hands, our Treaſure and our 
Blood alſo, as'a Tribute, ' which we thought bur 
juitly due to the' Merits of a Prince, under the 
auſpicious Influence of whoſe Courage and Con- 
© Yu we have been hitherto protefted, and who 
ſtill: continues both the Honour and Defence of 
our Nation. And thall- we now, after all this, 
treacherouſly betray him by our own Wicked- 
neſs? and by means thereof draw down upon 
his ſacred Head thoſe heavy Judgments which yet 
we. have ſo often, with Faſt aſting and Prayer, hum-. 
| bY, beg'd of Almighty God to avert? Shall he 


-who 
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who. hath ſo gloriouſly fought our.Bitcels, = 
ed his Strength, and.jeoparded, his Life for Our 
fakes, be nevertheleſs ungratefully conſumed up- 
on our account ? And ſhall it be ſaid, to our Re- 
proach, that:a Prince who hath fo- often braved 
the King of .Terrors himſelf, and againſt whom 
all Fig moſt formidable Power-and:Malice of his 
Enemies was: never able to prevail, did at laſt 
unworthily. fall by the Sins of his own. People ? 
Tell it. not ,in Gath, publiſb: it not in, the Streets of 
Achalon ; and Jet not {o foul a Reproach as this 
be, caſt, upon/us, Jeſt the Enemies of our Peace 
rejoyce at it; left thoſe who! have evil Will againſt 
us Trinmph over us. 

We may talk of our Loyalty, and make what 
outward Profeſſions of it we pleaſe ; but as long 
as we 10.openly contemn the Authority, and rebe] 
againſt'the Commandments of God, and will not 
ſuffer hint to reign over us,. all-our pretended 
Faith; and true Allegiance to our Sovereign Lord 
the King, 15s mere Complement, and can but lit- 
tle avail him:; for we are Enemies not to God on- 
ty .( as St. Pau] obſerves) but to- his Vicegerent 
alſo, by our wicked Works : andby reaſon of the 
provoking Guilt thereof, we become Traitors to: 
the Peace and: Welfare of his Government, and: 
form a kind of fpiritual Conſpiracy againſt it, 
in. order to- Liminiſh the Glory of his Crown, 

and 
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 _ . andto ſhake the very., Throne upon which he fi ts. 


For there is ſo near a Relation bery ixt a King 
and his People, that the Sins of the one are ot- 
tentimes puniſhed bythe Fall of the other. And 
if this ſhould happen ro be our. Caſe ( which 
God avert) we muſt thank our ſelves, for it, and 
put it upon the ſcore of our own ſinful Ingrati. 
tude ; whereby we provoked God to quench the 
| Light of tr -Nation, and to withdraw that Bleſ- 
ſing which we no longer deſerved to have con- 
tinued to us. 

' But if the Honour and Safety of our King 's 
not ſufficient to move our regard in this caſe, 
let us in the next place refle& upon thoſe ſad 
Calamities which our Sins are likely to bring up- 
on our Selves and our Country ; for the. Judg- 
ment here threatned extends to the Ruin and 
Deſtrudion of That alſo. 

Notwithſtanding the many different Principles 
and Opinions of Men amongſt us in other re- 
ſpe&ts, 'tis.obſervable nevertheleſs, that we would 
be all thought very zealous Patriots, and highly 
concern'd for the Good of the Publick, the laſt- 
_ Ing Welfare and Proſperity of our dear Nation, 
carries ſo much charm along with it, that it 
 Jeems to be the VOY OO of Allo our good 
Wilkes. 
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Buthow, 'alas! "care this dear Nation of ours 
be well thought ſo dear: to.jins as is pretended, 
when *tis plain that our Luſts are ſo much deat- | 
er to us than That, that for the ſake of the one 
we can be content to {tfazard the Ruin and De- 
folation-of the other! How,can we be truly {aid 
to love our Country as we ought, .when at.the 
ſame- time we ſo ' openly correſpond: with its 
greateſt Enemies ? and cheriſh thoſe Sins, which, 
if the former part of my Diſcourſe.holds. true, 
muſt in the end lay It waſte, and _ con- 
ſume it? | 
'We All pretend to: wiſh well to the FE. 
neſs' and Proſperity: of our Nation ; we Argus, 
and debate, wat earneſtly contend. for .it.; we 
are bravely reſolved, upon any juſt occaſion, to: 
fight for it, and to die for it : but why, amid(t 
* all this. pretended Zeal for its Defence, ſhould 
we not be prevail 'd\upon to live for it alſo? ſo: 
to live for it; F mean, - as that we may not* by 
the Wickedneſs of our Lives and Converfatiqns 
forfeit! our Title to- the continued Favour and: 
ProteQtion . of Almighty God: towards it.; for 
without That, ' all other Ways and Meaps for its- 
Preſervation will be found vain and ineffeQual + 
without That: the Wiſdom'*of our Councils-will 
be defeated; rhe Strength of oar Armies ſubdu- 
oe and. al our- vain' Confidence in, the Arn 1 * 
Ds _ | Eleſb> 
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Fleſb will be'confounded and brought to nought. 
 " And when- once: we are made the ObjeQs.of the 
Divine Vengeance, and miſerably abandon'd to 
| that juſt-recompenſ::. of Rewatd, which our an- 
gry and offended-God Hall inflic-upen us, what 
then will become -of all thoſe endearing native 
Rights and Privileges which we: now ſeem ſo 
fond of? How will our -admited -Libexrties: be 
then enſlaved ? our beloved. Properties invaded ? 
our dear Religion violated and-oppreſsd? and 
all our ancient Engliſh. Conftitution, -both in 
Church and State, quite diſſolved, and given up. 
as a Prey to thoſe that hate'us? who when this 
evil Day is come. upon ys,” will inſolently {bake 
their: heads at #5, and laugh us to. ſcorn; laying, : 
God bath forſaken them, "Iooſcai them, and take 
them, for there 3s. none to deliver them, - - 8 
This then being the ſad'and diſmal-Proſpatt of - 
thoſe National Calamities which by our nianifold 
and great Provocations we ſo juſtly deſervey and 
which, without ourRepentance and Amendment, 


we - beve too 'much reaſon to fear; how ſhotid - 


on ſerious Conſideration hereof. rouze up our 
jþ Zeal for the Good'gf our- Nation ? 

br : Ns tually perſuade us to forſake our- Sins, 
reform/our Manners, and turn unto the Lord our 
' Goll with all onr heart, that ſo our Iniquity _ 
K- abs its Rein + ? for to w_— the Words of 
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Moſes upon a like occaſion” (Devt.'32. 47.) to. 
'our preſent Caſe. That-which- 1s here offer'd to 
our Confideration, - is rot a wain thing for 1s ; 
'tis not a trivial matter, ->: . thing of Indiiference, 
to be {lighted and negle&tcd-by us; for it 7s our 
life : 'tis that. wherein the Publick Safety and 
- Proſperity of our Kingdom, as well as our own 
Private Happineſs, and thar of our PF..!? .city af- 
' ter us, 1s principally concern'd: the Fate of our 
whole Government, together with all our Eccle- 
ſiaſtical and Givil Rights thereunto belonging, 
depend upon it. 

So that if thoſe more engaging Motives which 
our Religion offers cannot work upon us; if we 
will not- be' reclaim'd, neither for God's ſake, 

\ . nor for our own Soul's ſake; let us at leaſt, for 
| our King and Country's ſake, be prevail'd upon 
\ to-turn' from our preſent evil ways, and to do no 
more 'withedly : for if we do, their Calamity may 
riſe ſuddenly, and who knoweth the Ruin of then 
both! May God, of his infinite Mercy, avert the 
Judgment! and give us All Grace iz this our day 
to know and to mind the things that belong unto our 

' Peace, before they are hid from our eyes ! 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 


\ '*_ Ghoſt | 
As it was in the Beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be, World 


without End. Amen. : 
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